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A Tribute to Anna Miller                   
by Eva M. Ananiewicz, G.G., RMV, MB        
 Doctoral Candidate                                   
 Professor of Gemology and Jewelry Appraising 
University of South Florida 

Having graduated from GIA in 1990 
and following the footsteps of most 
gemologists I realized that further 
training in appraising was required.  Prior 
to completion from GIA, one of my 
classmates instructed me in the usage of 
Anna Miller’s fi rst book on how to go 
about doing an appraisal. This is when 
I started my search to fi nd a program 
that was informative and more academic 
oriented. At that point in time,  there was 
little out there. I was not comfortable 
doing just two day seminars offered by 
the various associations, so I just used 

Anna Miller 1933-2003

Eva M. Ananiewicz 
Anna’s books as my guide.  When I started 
building my appraisal practice in 1994, 
I contacted Anna to inquire about her 
program and was sold on the concept.  It 
completely fi lled the gap I had in regards 
to information needed for me to become 
an appraiser. 

When I started the MasterValuer 
Program, I was teaching at our local 
community college. Over phone calls and 
correspondence, Anna and I developed 
a friendship based on our mutual love of 
teaching.

In 1995 when I went for my Master Valuer 
exam in Falls Church, VA to complete my 
program, I met Anna for the fi rst time. 
She invited me to dinner along with a few 
others. I openly declared at that dinner 
that I was really interested in teaching the 
program one day. My tablemates looked 
at me a bit quizzically, but Anna, as she 
was, said “Go for it.” Shortly after, a large 

This fi rst issue of the MasterValuer Times is dedicated to Anna Miller, the founder of the MasterValuer™ program. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

newspaper article was written about my 
program at the community college and the 
University of South Florida contacted me 
to come  teach there. That was the start of 
it all.  I convinced them to introduce the 
program there. Master Valuer Residence 
Courses continue to be an important part 
of the curriculum at USF.  Over the years 
Anna became my mentor and we had  a 
special relationship.  I clearly remember 
her telling me she no longer needed to 
touch base with me on my class since she 
knew it was being properly executed; it 
was such an honor to have this kind of 
a compliment from Anna. (continued on 
page 3.)   

“There is a common misconception that a 
person trained in gemmology is also quali-
fi ed to value gems and jewellery.  Com-
petence in valuing and appraising gems 
and jewellery is more diffi cult to acquire 
than the technical ability required of the 
gemmologist.”  - Anna Miller, author 
of the course  MasterValuer Program:  
Gems and Jewellery Appraisal Course.

Welcome Educational Agreements  
with Canadian Institutions, 

EGL in Vancouver & Toronto 
& EGM in Montreal                   

 MasterValuers & MV Teaching  Centers 
include E.G.L. Director in Vancouver, 

Branko Deljanin, Sonja Sanders, Jewelry 
by Sanders, Toronto, and MV Instructor 

in Toronto, Dee Rouse Huth, Co-
Director, MasterValuer™ International, 

Odile Civatello, Director of  Montreal 
School of  Gemmology and Mon treal 

MV Teaching Center.                 

E.G.L in Canada with offi ces in Vancouver 
and Toronto, Canada,  have joined with 
MasterValuer to offer residence courses 
starting Spring of 2006.  We  are very 

pleased with the establishment of these new MV Teaching Centers and look forward to 
working with E.G.L. and their wide knowledge and vast experience in education and 
the industry at large.  E.G.L. Director in Vancouver is Branko Deljanin, with associates, 
Elizabeth Kuhns in Vancouver and David Carrabot in Toronto.  EGL and their team 
of experts  offer several educational programs for the trade and will  conduct on-going 
MasterValuer courses & workshops.

                 

MasterValuerTM is a registered trademark of MasterValuer International owned by Dr. Sang Ki Kim 
and Dee Rouse Huth.  MasterValuerTM and its syllabus is registered with the U.S. Department of   

Trade Marks and Copywrites.

    

In additiona to those mentioned in this 
news-letter, there are so many thanks 
to send to Diana & Tom Chatham for 
the beautiful specimens they sent for 
our Gemology and Appraisal Courses,  
Anne Dale of Gem A for her constant 
encouragement and guidance, Kassoy 
for equipment discounts for our students 
and nice donations,  Richard Drucker & 
Barry Block for their encouragement and 
being there, Sonja Sander, Iris Wilson & 
Deborah Villapigue for truly giving me a 
hand in sorting things out...Kind regards



2

Branko Deljanin, EGL, new Canadian MVP Teaching Centers in 
Vancouver & Toronto with Odile Civitello of EGM, French speaking 

Montreal MVP teaching center, gathered in Montreal in May with other MVP’s 
and International Co-Director, Dee Rouse Huth, of MasterValuer Headquarters in 
California to discuss North American Master Valuer International Association which 
is under development.  Those present included and listed in picture below, from the 
left,  Sonja Sanders, MVP instructor in Toronto, Constance Meyer, Stéphanie Philogène, 
Branko Deljanin, Mélanie Beaulieu, Dee Huth, Jacinthe Emond, Odile Civitello, Jocelyne 
Rouleau, Florence Bertrand, Claude Lamarre. 
This is the first such meeting to discuss 
the formation of the association.

The Association’s mission is compliance 
with international appraisal standards 
to be met and exceeded.                          
                                                                

Graduate Spotlight                                                               
 Feature Articles by and about MasterValuer Graduates

MasterValuer™ International

Behind the title 
though, after all 
the hard work 
is done, lies 
a foundation 
to send any 
professional 
off in the right 
direction.

I was still a student at GIA in Southern 
California, when I threw my hand up 
in the air before anyone else the day a 
representative from Sothebys Beverly 
Hills came to seek out support staff for 
their upcoming Elite Jewels auction.
Undaunted by the sleek and chic under-
decorated staff at their Wilshire Boulevard 
salon, I was anxious to fold into the world 
and rarified air of the uber-riche who bid 
and bid and bid. 

What an experience it was. We were 
encouraged to thoroughly examine the 
items placed in our care each day as we 
carefully set up our display cases in the 
highly secured, neutral colored exhibit 
hall. Both dealers and deep pockets 
wafted in and out of the room scrutinizing 
everything, scribbling feverishly in their 
catalogues when they intended to bid on 
something. 

Auction catalogue estimates were 
routinely one half to one third of the actual 
projected hammer price something the 
auction house did to encourage interest. 
Once the paddle went up, some bidders 
couldn’ t pull their arm back down. They 
had to have it at any price, That ‘s “Paddle 
Fever” at its finest.

It was during those days, and at that place 
where my quest for understanding value 
germinated. How does one fix a value on 
jewelry- and in particular, auction jewelry? 

The mystery continued as I passed my 
GG, and collected more credentials in 
subjects that interested me. I wrestled 
to find the time and space to focus on 
appraising techniques. 

By 2003, I was far away from the sleek 
Bentleys that glide along Rodeo Drive. 
Tucked away in the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains, I found myself 
pitching on-air for a jewelry-only home 
shopping network. It wasn t long before 
I segued to the work I craved to do. 
Ensconced in the Gem Buyers room at 
the network, I prodded around on mystery 
stones that came in with close-out parcels. 
My nose was in a microscope on most 
days, on other days I wrote about the 
gemstones we bought.

It was now or never, I determined. I 
hunkered down for a long Tennessee 
winter armed with my Master Value books 
and never looked back. Some days, I’ d 
sigh “I’ ll never get through this”  the 
lament of every Distant Ed student. I often 
felt lost and inadequate. 

When those feelings overwhelmed me, 
I would get an encouraging email from 
my instructor Eva. She pulled me along, 
offering valuable critique and inspiration. 
My first student appraisals were feeble 
attempts, and I knew it. 

She, on the other hand would return a 
positive comment like “Let’ s build on 
what you ve done” Oh, ok! I can do that. I 
get it, we  are building on something here. 
And build we did. To this day, I ‘m not 

Registered Master Valuer - Ah the Coveted Title!  
By Diana Jarrett GG, RMV, Member NJA  2005

sure she understood how motivating and 
strengthening those constructive words 
were.

When I finally completed my assignments 
and received my diploma I could hardly 
believe that I had done it. More important 
than the pride I felt when I put my 
diploma on the wall was the fact that I had 
garnered a set of exacting skills in a highly 
professional approach to appraising. 

There is no armor like knowledge. It takes 
you through the unexpected, and prepares 
you for almost anything. Confidence 
builder? Yes it was. But I still refer to my 
dog-eared lesson binders and companion 
books that were my constant friends 
during the winter of  2004 in Knoxville. 

At the moment, I have a pretty full plate. 
I write for several trade journals, appear 
on television programs and lecture when 
time permits. I have a growing appraisal 
business which I adore.

I still get a rush each time I open a 
new parcel of gemstones sent to me for 
appraising. 

I don t know where I’ ll go from here. But 
I do know this. The Master Value Program 
gave me a systematic and comprehensive 
approach to valuing items of jewelry. And 
it provided a roadmap for me to know 
where to look for answers in the future. 

Our business is ever evolving, and we 
must be as well. The MasterValuer 
program was a great professional 
springboard from which I have leapt into 
my future. Hope to see you in Tucson!       

Canada 
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MasterValuer™ International

The MasterValuer program has been popular since its 
inception in 1990 when it was started by Anna Miller.  Evidence 
of its continued success is shown by the number of 2005 
graduates from all over the globe.  Congatulations to the 
152 graduates from Belgium, Canada, Korea, and USA!! 

Congratulations to 2005 MasterValuerTM Graduates!

.Gemology

Gem A Foundation Course FGA

July 5, 2005 and January 16, 2006

Gem A Diploma Course FGA
January and March 20, 2006

June and September, 2006

(Correspondence Course Ongoing)

Retail and Executive Sales
Modules 1 & 2
Module 1 - March 2006

Module 2 -  Dates TBA

It is suggested that persons taking 
these courses take one week gem 
identifi cation and one week digital 
goldsmith/design. 

Gem Identifi cation 
Workshops

 4 days  December, 2005, March 
2006

The MasterValuer™ 15th and 16th Joint 
Graduation Ceremony held  in conjunction 
with the 9th Annual MasterValuer 
Congress on March 26th, 2005 in Seoul, 
Korea was a distinct milestone for 99 
students of the MV program.  These 
students all received their MV Diploma 
at this occasion held at the Legend Hotel 
in Daejon City, Korea.  These students 
were from fi ve different teaching centers 
in Korea;  Seoul, Daegu, Gwangju, Busan 
and Gyounggi University.  

Including these 99 new Mastervaluers, a 
total of 488 students have been awarded 
MasterValuer™ Diplomas in Korea since 
the Korean program started in 1996.

The 9th Annual MasterValuer™ Congress  
was a huge success as well.  Over 200 
people were in attendance.

Succeeding the 4th President, Dr. Sang 
Ki Kim, was Dr. Young Chool Kim 
who was elected as the 5th President of 
the Master Valuer Korea Association.  
Congratulations to all Graduates!!

Korean MasterValuer 
Congress Features MV 
Graduation Ceremony

                                                       
 (Tribute  from page 1) - She believed in 
academics and that was the purpose of her 
program.            

She further emphasized that in order 
to learn something you have to start 
at the beginning and build from there. 
- There are currently numerous software 
programs on the market that are very user 
friendly. However, if you do not have the 
foundation there could be issues that arise. 
Anna’s foundation keeps the integrity in 
the science. I was very fortunate to know 
Anna as both a friend and a mentor, I do 
miss her. Eva M. Ananiewicz, G.G., RMV, 
MBA, Doctoral Candidate, Professor of 
Gemology and Business
*Footnote from DRH -  Eva stepped forward 
to assist Anna’s family after her untimely 
departure and then, with  me in continuing the 
legend of Anna Miller and I thank her so much 
for that. Without her in the U.S., I do not know 
how we could have accomplished so much to 
keep this legacy moving forward.  It will be 
here long after all of us are gone and forgotten.  
Another mention:    Anna’s books continue 
to be well used by the majority of all jewelry 

Yves Nejman of Belguim, Accredited 
Jewelry Professional, AJP (GIA), 
Graduated in Diamonds GD 
(IGI), Graduated in Gemologe 
GG (IGI) Registered MasterValuer 
Professional, 2005

        Memories & Pictures   

Memories for all and  especially to Anna 
and our fellow MV’s from Korea, so 
much thanks to my partner Dr. Kim, for  
being on the front line of this program for 
over 10 years with Anna.  His dedication, 
devotion and determination were an 
inspiration to Anna as she labored to get 
her products and researcn on the market.  
Now, today, over 15 years later, it is a 
hugh success, with graduates in over 11 
countries and growing, Anna not only 
talked but she walked;  her last trek was  
a quest for  Guatamalan jade.  We will 
hear of Anna’s report on Guatamalan Jade 
one day in our future.

University of South Florida presented 
diplomas and certifi cates to 8 students 
this fall with teacher Eva Ananiewicz. All 
of her students think she is great.  Eva 
is the Director of Distance Education 
for MVP as well as the residence course 
in USF. Thank you Eva for your major 
contributions to RMVP.

                                                      
 Did you know that most of the MVP 
Teaching Centers have full gemmology 
programs in their curriculum.  
Teaching the Foundation and Diploma 
Course,  F.G.A. designation, as ATC 
(Allied Teaching Centers)  with the 
Gemmological Association of Great 
Britain, GemA, centers are in full 
readiness to meet the needs and 
requirements of authentic jewelry 
appraisers.  The consumer is more 
sophisticated and poised for this service 
that ever before...  

MVP  is going Courses On-Line 
soon,  Association development and 
bylaws are underway, affi liations with 
Teaching Centers in Texas Atlanta, 
New York City and Los Angeles.  
We are looking at all locations for 
development of residence workshops. 

International locations for RMVP 
centers include Bankok and Japan.  Are 
you a RMVP,?

MONTREAL NEWS - Last 
Minute Addition to this Edition  - 
Report from Montreal, hot off the 
press.                   Happy MV students 
who have just fi nished a three week in 
residence Master Valuer course in French, 
this past August, at Ecole de Gemmologie 
de Montreal.  Teachers Odile Civitello 
and Florence Bertrand (with the fl owers) 
both gemmologists, Master Valuer 
certifi ed and CJA Accredited Appraisers 
are surrounded by Melanie Beoulieu, 
Lynda Boisclair, Jacinthe Emond, 
Abdullah El-Asmar (all from Montreal), 
Constance Meyer (France) and Stephanie 
Philogene (ile de la Reunion), who 
have successfully complete their course 
and Doreen McKenna, Rina Serfaty 
(Montreal) who are almost there.there.  
CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS, Ryan 
Petrozello, G.G., F.G.A. of 
Tiffany’s and Kevin  Dickson, G.G. 
of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, new 
RMVP’s today September 2, 2005
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MasterValuer™ International
International 

MasterValuer™ Program 
(Correspondence  Course Ongoing)

Call 1-800-731-1122 info@mastervaluer
USA, Canada, Korea, Hong 

Kong, and Bejing, Mon-
treal, Vancouver & Toronto                                            

International MasterValuer Program 
will be offering a special hands on 
1 day workshop on JADE by three 

specialists from Hong Kong, Canada & 
U.S.A.  Workshop to focus on Identifi -
cation, Quality, & Appraising of Jade, 
contact Liz Kuhns,  lizk@edlcanada.

ca                       
Upcoming meetings in Tucson 2006
Guest Speakers include Diana Jar-

ett, Dr. Sang Ki Kim, Odile Civitello, 
Dee Rouse Huth, & EGL Associaties.     
Call CIJT for details 1-800 731-1122         
California Institute of Jewelry 

Training, Sacramento, CA
Residence classes Spring & Fall 2006  
Home study courses ongoing    Call 

for dates 1-800-731-1122 or 
info@mastervaluer.com  

University of South Florida
MasterValuer™ Program    

4202 E. Fowler Avenue
Tampa, FL 33620

www.usf.edu
February 15, 2006 10 weeks - Eves

      Korea
MasterValuerTM Program

Seoul, Busan, Daegu, Kwan-
gui University, Gimha                    

www. mvka.or.kr              
EGL/Vancouver/Toronto
MasterValuer™ Program 

United Kingdom Building 
409 Granville St., Suite 456 
Vancouver, BC, V6C 1T2

www.EGLUSA.com - contact person 
lizk@eglcanada.ca                   

Residence & Workshops                 
April 2006 Start Dates         

Montreal
MasterValuer™ Program   
416, de Maisonneuve Blvd West 

Suite 900
Montréal, Qué, Canada H3A 1L2

www.ecoledegemmologie.com      

Dr Sang Ki Kim is responsible for  
creating a large MasterValuer™ presence 
in Asia.   He is moving forward to further 
develop and teach this program with 
additional concentration, precision and 
professionalism.  There could be no fi ner 
partner than  Dr. Kim. We celebrated our 
two year anniversary as MV partners in 
May 2005.  

In February, 2005,  he earned  his Ph.D 
from Dongshin University in Gemmology.   
His doctorate thesis was titled “A Study 
on the Appraisal of Natural Gemstones”  
and he has developed a brilliant method 
of pricing  colored stones.  Dr. Kim will 
share some of his wisdom with us in 
Tucson in 2006.  He has made a regular 
pilgrimage to Tucson the past three years 
to  give support to our North American 
community of MasterValuer Professionals. 

Currently, Korean MVP is taught in 
fi ve MV Teaching Centers and Kyonggi 
University, a 6th location, has completed 
their fi rst year residence course in late 
March, 2005.  Locations for the teaching 
centers include Seoul, Busan, Daegu, 
Gwangui and Gimhae! A very ambitious 
Master Valuer Organization. And, all 
MV classes are generally held in 2 or 3 
short sessions per week, intensive, and 
include professional sales and business 
management for the jewelry industry.

The International Master Valuer 
Association of Korea was founded in 1997 
and has an annual conference where all 
gather, share knowledge and camaraderie   
The program has 200+ active members 
who are all members of the jewelry 
community as well.

There is lots of action in Dr. Kim’s 
territory  -  Graduations, Trade 
Shows, teaching events and meetings.                

Workshops (1-day) are presently being 
planned for the Tucson 2006 show.  
This will be a good opportunity for 
MasterValuer™ candidates  and RMVP’s 
to add to their skills in the appraisal fi eld.  
Look  for updated information as the 
workshop planning  progresses.

MasterValuer™ will partner with CIJT in 
Tucson for a booth in the galleria area at 
the convention center.  Our booth number 
will be announced soon.

 International MasterValuer Activities

MasterValuer™ 
Trade Show in Seoul Korea

MasterValuer™ in Trade 
Shows in 2005/2006

Odile, Dee & Dr. Kim meet at Tucson 
show for 2nd time in February, 2005; 
CIJT & EGL MasterValuer exhibited at 
CJA Pacifi c Western in Los Angeles, CA 
in August A, CA In August, 2005.  

Tucson 2005

Residential classes are held in Tampa, 
Florida at University of South Florida, 
with Eva M. Ananiewicz, GG. RMV., in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, at Ecole de 
Gemmologie de Montreal, Inc.,with Odile 
Civatello, FGA, GG, AAP and MVP and 
in .Shanghai, Hong Kong  at the H.K. 
Institute of Gemmology, by Ms. Mimi 
Ou Yang.  There are many new enrollees 
in the home study course through CIJT, 
including the U.K., Australia, and Canada. 

Director of Seoul MV TC - Mrs. 
Sang Ki Kim & Dr. Sang Ki Kim


